
 
 

ARCHDIOCESE OF BALTIMORE + ARCHDIOCESE OF WASHINGTON + DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON!

! ! ! ! ! ! July 29, 2009 

The Honorable John Sarbanes 
426 Cannon HOB  
Washington DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Sarbanes, 

As a member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, you have before you a 
daunting task in crafting legislation that will bring much-needed health care reform to all 
Americans, most especially the poor and vulnerable.  I urge you in considering America’s 
Affordable Health Choices Act (H.R. 3200) to ensure that this laudable goal is not undermined 
through the inclusion of provisions that overturn longstanding federal policy regarding abortion. 

In particular, I urge you to support amendments offered by Representatives Bart Stupak 
and Joseph Pitts that will ensure this legislation protects conscience rights, and does not serve as 
a vehicle to advance abortion mandates or federal funding of abortion.  I refer to the enclosed 
letter from Cardinal Justin Rigali regarding the specifics of these amendments. 

The Catholic community has long supported health care reform that will ensure all 
citizens, regardless of their income or medical condition, have access to quality, life-affirming 
care.  This goal is too important to allow it to become mired in needless controversy regarding 
the issue of abortion.  Please support the Stupak/Pitts amendments and work to craft a bill that 
can be supported by all those who wish to work together to achieve genuine health care reform in 
the near future. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

+Edwin F. O’Brien 
Archbishop of Baltimore 
Chairman of the Board of Governors 
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