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The members of Maryland’s General Assembly elected in 2006 are nearing the end of their terms.
Listed here are votes cast by state lawmakers on key issues addressed by the Church during the
past four legislative sessions. It was compiled by the Maryland Catholic Conference, which
represents the public policy positions of the Archdiocese of Baltimore, the Archdiocese of
Washington, and the Diocese of Wilmington.

Because bills that do not receive a favorable committee vote are not considered by the full House
or Senate, not all lawmakers have the opportunity to vote on every bill. The bills listed below deal
with issues that received a floor vote in at least one chamber from 2007 to 2010. To inquire about
floor or committee votes not listed below, please contact the Conference at info@mdcathcon.org.

Please note that all votes in the chart reflect support for or opposition to the Conference’s position
on the bill, not a “yes” or “no” vote on the legislation. That is, some lawmakers’ votes are listed in

the chart with a check mark because they supported the Conference’s position by voting against a
bill. If a chamber voted on more than one version of the same bill, the final vote is recorded.

Abortion Funding (Budget Amendment — 2010). The Conference supported an amendment
to Maryland’s operating budget that would eliminate state Medicaid funding of abortions for
mothers who claim continuation of the pregnancy would negatively impact their mental health.
Maryland is one of only four states that voluntarily pay for taxpayer-funded abortions for this
reason. More than 99 percent of Medicaid-funded abortions in Maryland occur due to the “mental
health” exception, yet data show abortion causes more adverse mental health effects than
carrying a pregnancy to term. The amendment failed in the House, 45-87, and in the Senate, 19-28.
Listed here are the House and Senate floor votes.

Stem Cell Research Funding (Budget Amendment — 2010). The Conference supported an
amendment to Maryland’s operating budget that would steer state taxpayer dollars away from
morally objectionable and medically ineffective embryonic stem cell research and toward
successful adult stem cell research. The amendment specified that no more than 50 percent of the
Maryland Stem Cell Research Fund could be spent on basic stem cell research, which meant at
least 50 percent of the Fund would be spent on applied research. To date, essentially all applied
stem cell research, including all successful patient treatments, have utilized adult stem cells. The
amendment failed in the House, 38-93, and in the Senate, 20-26. Listed here are the House and
Senate floor votes.

Death Penalty Evidence Requirements (Senate Bill 279 — 2009). The Conference supported
legislation that reduces the risk of executing an innocent person by tightening the evidence
requirements necessary to prosecute death penalty cases. The original bill repealed capital
punishment in our state, which the Conference also supported. It was ultimately amended to allow
the death penalty to be pursued only in those cases where there is DNA evidence, a video of the
crime in progress, or a voluntary, video-taped confession. The bill passed the House, 87-52, and the
Senate, 34-13, was signed by the governor and is now law. Listed here are the House and Senate
floor votes.
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BOAST Maryland Tax Credit (Senate Bill 385/House Bill 946 - 2010). The Conference
supported the BOAST tax credit, which would have offered businesses a state income tax credit in
exchange for donations to scholarships for nonpublic school students or enrichment programs for
public school students. Introduced every year for the past four years, BOAST passed the Senate
successfully on two occasions, and in 2010 was endorsed by the governor and approved 30-17 by
the Senate. The 2010 bill was defeated in the House Ways and Means Committee, 7-15. Listed
here is the Senate floor vote and the House Ways and Means Committee vote. The full House did
not have the opportunity to vote on the bill.

Domestic Partnership Benefits (Senate Bill 597 — 2008). The Conference opposed legislation
to grant marriage-equivalency status to unmarried heterosexual and homosexual couples for the
purpose of exemption from recordation and transfer taxes. The Conference opposed the bill, not
because of the privilege it bestowed, but because the bill eroded the legal status of marriage by
equating it with a loosely-defined “domestic partnership” in parts of state law. This bill passed the
House, 86-47, and the Senate, 27-20, was signed by the governor and is now law. Listed here are
the House and Senate floor votes.

Flexible Leave (House Bill 40/Senate Bill 344 - 2008). The Conference supported legislation
to allow working families to use paid leave to provide adequate care for a sick child, parent, or
spouse. It exempts employers with less than 15 employees and does not compel businesses to
grant paid leave if they do not already offer it. The bill passed the House 97-43, and the Senate, 29-
18, was signed by the governor and is now law. Listed here are the House and Senate floor votes.

In-State Tuition for Immigrants (House Bill 6 - 2007). The Conference supported legislation
to allow students, regardless of immigration status, who fulfill certain requirements to pay in-state
tuition at Maryland’s public colleges and universities. The bill limited eligibility to students who
have attended at least two years at and graduated from a Maryland high school, and whose family
has paid Maryland income tax. The bill passed the House, 81-57, and that vote is listed here. The
bill did not receive a vote in the Senate committee or full Senate.

Unemployment Benefits for Part-Time Workers (House Bill 310/Senate Bill 270 - 2009).
The Conference supported legislation to enable workers seeking at least 20 hours per week of part-
time employment to qualify for unemployment benefits, to which employers were already
required to contribute on their behalf. The bill passed the House, 94-43, and the Senate, 38-9, was
signed by the governor and is now law. Listed here are the House and Senate floor votes.

Final Protective Orders and Possession of Firearms (House Bill 296/Senate Bill 267 -
2009). The Conference supported legislation requiring those under final protective orders to
surrender any firearms in their possession and to not possess firearms for the duration of the
protective order. The bill passed the House, 98-40, and the Senate, 32-15, was signed by the
governor and is now law. Listed here are the House and Senate floor votes.
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+ = did not complete term

v =su pport for Conference's position
O = Opposition to Conference's position
NV = Not voting AB = Absent

# = moved from House to Senate

* = appointed mid-term

Respect for Life

Education and Family Life

Social Concerns

Compiled by the Maryland Catholic Conference

v’ = Support for Conference's position

O = Opposition to Conference's position

Abortion Stem Cell Death BOAST Tax | Domestic Flexible In-state Unemploy | Protective
District Legislator Party Funding Funding Penalty Credit Partnership Leave (2008) Tuition Benefits Orders
(2010) (2010) (2009) (2010) (2008) (2007) (2009) (2009)
14 Sen. Rona Kramer D 0 0 v v 0 0 v v
14 Del. Anne Kaiser D o] 0 v 0 ¢} v v v v
14 Del. Karen Montgomery D (0] (0] 4 (o] v v v v
14 Del. Herman Taylor, Jr. D NV NV v o) v v v v
15 Sen. Rob Garagiola D [¢) [6) v [6) 0 v v v
15 Del. Kathleen Dumais D o] 0 v o] v v v v
15 Del. Brian Feldman D 0 [6) v 0 v v v v
15 Del. Craig Rice D o] [6) 4 [6) 6} v v v v
16 Sen. Brian Frosh D @) 0 v 0 @) v v v
16 Del. Karen Britto* D
16 Del. William Bronrott+ D 0 [6) v 0 v v v
16 Del. C. William Frick* D 0 0 v 0 0 v v
16 Del. Marilyn Goldwater+ D AB
16 Del. Susan Lee D o] 0 v ¢} v v v v
17 Sen. Jennie Forehand D ) [6) v 0 6] v v v
17 Del. Kumar Barve D o ) v ) 0 v 4 v v
17 Del. James Gilchrist D o [¢) v [¢) ¢} v v v v
17 Del. Luiz Simmons D 0 0 v o] v v v v
18 Sen. Richard Madaleno, Jr. D o) o) v 0 o) v v v
18 Del. Alfred Carr, Jr.* D o) [6) v o) v v v
18 Del. Ana Sol Gutierrez D o] o] v 0 v v v v
18 Del. Jane Lawton+ D v
18 Del. Jeffrey Waldstreicher D 0 [6) v 0 v v v v
19 Sen. Mike Lenett D 0 [¢) v [¢) [0) v v v
19 Del. Henry Heller D 6} 6] v 6} v v v v
19 Del. Benjamin Kramer D o] 0 v ¢} v v v v
19 Del. Roger Manno D 6} [6) v 0 v v v v
20 Sen. Jamie Raskin D (0] [¢) v [¢) [0) v v v
20 Del. Sheila Hixson D o [¢) v ) ¢} v v v v
20 Del. Tom Hucker D o] 0 v ¢} v v v v
20 Del. Heather Mizeur D AB AB v 0 v v v v
39 Sen. Nancy King# D 0 [6) v [6) 0 v v v v
39 Sen. Patrick Hogan+ D
39 Del. Saqib Ali D o] 0 v AB v v v v
39 Del. Charles Barkley D 0] 0 0] 0] v v v v
39 Del. Kirill Reznik* D 0 0 v 0 v v
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