
See How Your Lawmakers Voted

Candidates elected to the Maryland General Assembly in 2002 are nearing the end

of their four-year term.  

During that period, the assembly’s 188 members voted on thousands of legislative

proposals.  Many of those measures (an estimated 6 percent of them) related directly or

indirectly to Catholic Church teaching and the interests of the three Maryland-serving

Catholic dioceses.

The following report was compiled by the Maryland Catholic Conference, public

policy arm of Maryland’s Catholic bishops.  It shows how lawmakers in districts within

Maryland cast their vote on key issues during the last four-year term.



Key Votes from the 2003 - 2006 Legislative Sessions

Embryonic Stem Cell Research.  SB 144 (2006) authorizes the use of

$15 million of our taxes to be used for “stem cell research.”  The

original bill would have spent all the money on embryonic stem cell

research, which is unethical because it involves the destruction of

living human embryos.  The Conference opposed SB 144,

encouraging the legislature to instead fund ethical adult stem cell

research, the only stem cell research that has actually produced

treatments for patients.  The bill was amended to, in theory, allow

funding of both adult and embryonic stem cell research.  Even after

the bill was amended, the Conference opposed it, since embryonic

stem cell research is morally wrong; human life is not to be treated as

a commodity, as a raw material in science experiments. The bill

passed the Senate 29-18, and the House, 90-48.

Cloning of Human Embryos.  An attempt was made to amend the

portion of HB 1 (2006) that dealt with human cloning.  HB 1 (the

House companion bill to SB 144) banned the birth of a cloned baby,

but did not ban the creation of cloned human embryos, nor the

implantation of those cloned embryos into a woman’s uterus.  An

amendment was offered to correct HB 1, so that it would genuinely

ban cloning by prohibiting the creation of cloned human embryos.

Eighty-five Delegates voted to allow the creation of human cloned

embryos when the amendment was defeated by a vote of 48-85.  The

full Senate never got a chance to vote on the issue of creating cloned

human embryos, but one Senate committee did.  Conference-

supported SB 160, “Human Cloning Prohibition Act of 2006,” would

have banned the production of cloned human embryos.  Six senators

showed they are in favor of human cloning by voting against SB 160,

defeating the legislation, 6-5.

Fetal Homicide.  SB 349 (2004) was intended to deter violent attacks

on pregnant women by allowing prosecutors to charge an attacker

with homicide if, because of an assault, a woman’s unborn child is

killed.  The legislation would have allowed women who are robbed of

their baby to see the perpetrator brought to justice.  The bill was

defeated because abortion advocates turned it into a debate about

abortion.  The extreme position of many senators was showcased

when SB 349 was essentially defeated in the Senate through the

acceptance (25-22) of an amendment that deleted the entire bill and

substituted a charge of first degree assault for attacking a pregnant

woman.  In 2005, the Conference supported similar legislation, filed

in the House as HB 699.  The bill was defeated when 10 members of

the House committee voted “nay,” demonstrating they are opposed to

protecting the rights of pregnant women to choose to bear a child.

Abortion – Parental Notice.  Conference-supported HB 958 (2006)

would have assisted law enforcement personnel in their efforts to stop

adult males who prey on teenage girls.  Seventy-four percent of girls

who have intercourse before the age of 14 report having had a forced

sexual experience.  The bill would have ensured that parents are

notified before a minor has an abortion, thus restoring parents’ rights

to be involved in the health care of their minor children, and giving

police the opportunity to obtain DNA samples if child sexual abuse is

suspected.  The bill was defeated when 11 committee members voted

against parental rights, and against improving state systems to

facilitate the arrest of child predators.

Abortion Funding.  Both General Assembly chambers rejected

identical Conference-supported budget amendments seeking to limit

state Medicaid funding for abortions to those required to be funded

under federal law (i.e., those performed in cases of rape or incest, or

to save the life of the mother).  The amendment failed in the House,

82 to 55, and in the Senate, 25 to 20.

Execution Moratorium .  Identical Senate and House measures sought

to impose a short-term moratorium on Maryland executions, and to

establish a 16-member commission headed by Lieutenant Governor

Michael Steele.  The legislation charged the commission to address



racial, jurisdictional, and socioeconomic disparities in state death-

penalty proceedings; the risk of executing innocents; evolving public

attitudes regarding executions; and cost differences between death

and life-without-parole sentences.  The moratorium would remain in

effect until mid-2005, providing the General Assembly sufficient time

to study the commission’s findings and make any necessary changes

in death-penalty law.  The Senate bill was defeated, 24 to 23. the

House Judiciary Committee did not vote on the House version. 

Over-The-Counter “Emergency Contraception.”  The Conference

opposed legislation designed to enable a woman or girl of any age to

get “emergency contraception” (a.k.a. “morning-after” pills) directly

from a pharmacist without a doctor’s visit, a prescription, or

notification of a minor recipient’s parents. Introduced in 2003, 2005,

and 2006, the legislation failed each time in the Senate. Listed here

are the 2003 House vote and the 2006 Senate vote, the most recent

floor votes available. 

Minimum Wage.  Conference-supported legislation to increase

Maryland’s minimum wage by one dollar -- to $6.15 an hour --

passed the General Assembly in 2005, but was subsequently vetoed

by Governor Ehrlich. Listed here are the minimum-wage votes from

2006, when the General Assembly overrode the Governor’s veto. The

legislation, which took effect 30 days after the override, will raise the

annual incomes of full-time minimum-wage earners by more than

$2,000 dollars, to $12,792.

In-State Tuition for Immigrants.  The Conference supported

legislation to permit certain nonresident students, including the

children of undocumented immigrants, to attend state universities at

in-state tuition rates. The legislation passed the House and Senate in

2003, but was subsequently vetoed by Governor Ehrlich. It passed the

House of Delegates again in 2004. In each of the two iterations of the

legislation, students would have been eligible for in-state tuition if

they completed at least three years at, and earned a diploma or its

equivalent from, a Maryland high school, and if they signed an

affidavit of intent to file for permanent residency upon becoming

eligible to do so. The two iterations varied somewhat on other

eligibility requirements. Listed here are the 2003 Senate vote and the

2004 House vote, the most recent floor votes available.

Rental Assistance for Low-Income Families. The Conference

supported legislation designed to increase funding for Maryland’s

Rental Allowance Program (RAP), which provides grants to local

governments, for rental subsidies to low-income families who are

homeless, in danger of becoming homeless, or have an emergency

housing need. Though reported favorably by the Senate Education,

Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee in 2006, the Senate

subsequently voted to send the legislation back to committee. In

addition to increasing RAP funding through a $5 fee on the Maryland

transfer tax, the legislation would have opened RAP eligibility to

families with a disabled member, and allowed families to participate

in the program for more than 12 months.

Teacher Scholarships.  By a vote of 28-19, the Senate approved a

measure to include nonpublic-school teachers in a state program

providing higher education scholarships to students that agree to work

in certain workforce shortage areas, including teaching, after

graduation.

Textbooks and Technology.  A House floor amendment introduced

by Delegate Elizabeth Bobo (Dist. 12B – Howard County) sought to

remove a new provision in the Nonpublic School Textbook Loan

program allowing schools to acquire educational technology as well

as textbooks with their program allocations. The amendment was

defeated 103-30.

Marriage.  The Conference opposed legislation (SB 796/HB 1021) to

enable same-sex and unmarried heterosexual couples to register as

"life partners" for the purpose of making critical health-care and post-

mortem decisions for one another.  The Conference opposed the

legislation on the grounds that it eroded the image of marriage by

granting “life partners” a status equivalent to married couples. 

Additionally, the Conference contended that properly executed legal

documents, such as advance directives, are more appropriate vehicles

for granting explicit medical-decision making rights.  The legislation

was passed by the General Assembly and vetoed by the Governor.



Key:
U = Supported MCC position
O = Opposed MCC position
EA = Excused absence
NV = Not voting
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1 Sen. John J. Hafer (R) U U U O U O O U U

1A Del. George C. Edwards (R) U U U U O O U U

1B Del. Kevin Kelly (D) O U U U O O O U

1C Del. LeRoy E. Myers, Jr. (R) U U U U O O U U

2 Sen. Donald F. Munson (R) U U U O U O O U O

2A Del. Robert A. McKee (R) U U U U O O U U

2B Del. Christopher B. Shank (R) U U U U O O U U

2C Del. John P. Donoghue (D) U U U U U U U O U U

3 Sen. Alex X. Mooney (R) U U U O U O U U U

3A Del. Galen R. Clagett (D) O O O O U U U O

3A Del. Patrick N. Hogan (R) U U U U O O U U

3B Del. Richard B. Weldon, Jr. (R) O U U EA U U EA O U O

4 Sen. David R. Brinkley (R) U U U O U O O U U

4A Del. Joseph R. Bartlett (R) U U U EA O O U U

4A Del. Paul Stull (R) U U U U O O U U

4B Del. Donald B. Elliott (R) U U U U U U O O U EA

5 Sen. Larry Haines (R) U U U O U O O U U

5A * Del. Carmen Amedori (R) U U O U

5A ^  Del. Tanya Thornton Shewell (R) U U O U
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5A Del. Nancy R. Stocksdale (R) U U U U O O U U

5B Del. A. Wade Kach (R) O U EA U U U O O U U

6 Sen. Norman R. Stone, Jr. (D) U U U O U U O U U

6 Del. John S. Arnick (D) O O O EA U O U O

6 Del. Joseph J. Minnick (D) U U U U O O U U

6 Del. Michael H. Weir, Jr. (D) O O O O U O U O

7 Sen. Andrew P. Harris (R) U U U U O U O O O U U

7 Del. Richard K. Impallaria (R) U U U U O O U U

7 Del. J. B. Jennings (R) U U U U O O U U

7 Del. Pat McDonough (R) U U U U U U O O U U

8 Sen. Katherine Klausmeier (D) O O O O U U O U O

8 Del. Joseph C. Boteler, III (R) U U U U U U O O U U

8 Del. Eric Bromwell (D) O O U U O U O O U O

8 * Del. Alfred W. Redmer, Jr. (R) U U

8 ^  Del. John Cluster (R) U U O O U U

9 * Sen. Robert H. Kittleman (R) U U O O

9 ^  Sen. Allan H. Kittleman (R) U U U O O U O

9A Del. Gail H. Bates (R) U U U U O O U U

9A Del. Warren E. Miller (R) U U U U O O U U

9B Del. Susan W. Krebs (R) U U U U O O U U
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10 Sen. Delores G. Kelley (D) O O O U O U U O O

10 Del. Emmett C. Burns (D) U U U U U O O U

10 Del. Adrienne Jones (D) O O O O U U O O

10 Del. Shirley Nathan-Pulliam (D) O O O O O O U U O EA

11 Sen. Paula C. Hollinger (D) O O O O U O U U U O O

11 Del. Jon Cardin (D) O O O O U U O O

11 Del. Dan K. Morhaim (D) O O O O O O U U NV O

11 Del. Bobby A. Zirkin (D) O O O O U U NV O

12 Sen. Edward J. Kasemeyer (D) O O O O U U NV U O

12A Del. Steven J. DeBoy, Sr. (D) O O U U U O U O

12A Del. James E. Malone, Jr. (D) O O O O U O U O

12B Del. Elizabeth Bobo (D) O O O O U U O O

13 Sen. Sandra B. Schrader (R) O O O O U O O U O

13 Del. Shane Pendergrass (D) O O O O O O U U O O

13 Del. Neil Quinter (D) O O O O U O O O

13 Del. Frank S. Turner (D) O NV O O U U O O

14 Sen. Rona E. Kramer (D) O O O U O U U O O

14 Del. Anne Kaiser (D) O O O O U U O O

14 Del. Karen S. Montgomery (D) O O O O U U O O

14 Del. Herman Taylor (D) U NV O U U U U O
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15 Sen. Rob Garagiola (D) O O O U O U U O O

15 Del. Jean B. Cryor (R) O O O O U U U O

15 Del. Kathleen M. Dumais (D) O O O O U U U O

15 Del. Brian J. Feldman (D) O O O O U U U O

16 Sen. Brian E. Frosh (D) O O O U O U U O O

16 Del. William A. Bronrott (D) O O O O U U O O

16 Del. Marilyn R. Goldwater (D) EA O EA EA O O U U O O

16 Del. Susan C. Lee (D) O O O O U U O O

 17 Sen. Jennie M. Forehand (D) O O O U O U U O O

17 Del. Kumar P. Barve (D) O O O O O U U U O

17 Del. Michael R. Gordon (D) O O O O U U U O

17 Del. Luiz Simmons (D) O O O O U U U O

18 Sen. Sharon Grosfeld (D) O O O EA U O U U U O O

18 Del. Ana Sol Gutierrez (D) O O O O U U O O

18 * Del. John A. Hurson (D) O O U NV O

18 ^  Del. Jane E. Lawton (D) O O U

18 Del. Richard Madaleno, Jr. (D) O O O O U U O O

19 Sen. Leonard H. Teitelbaum (D) O O O U O U U U O

19 Del. Henry B. Heller (D) O O O O U U NV O

19 Del. Adrienne A. Mandel (D) O O O O O O U U O O
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19 Del. Carol Petzold (D) O EA O O U U U O

20 Sen. Ida G. Ruben (D) O O O U O U U O O

20 Del. Peter Franchot (D) O O O O U U O O

20 Del. Sheila Ellis Hixson (D) O O O O U U NV O

20 Del. Gareth E. Murray (D) O O O O O O U U O O

21 Sen. John A. Giannetti, Jr. (D) O U U U O U U O O

21 Del. Barbara A. Frush (D) O O O O U U U O

21 Del. Pauline H. Menes (D) O O O O U U O O

21 Del. Brian R. Moe (D) O O O O U U U O

22 Sen. Paul G. Pinsky (D) O O O O U O U U U O O

22 Del. Tawanna P. Gaines (D) O O O O U U U O

22 Del. Anne Healey (D) NV U U U U U U O

22 Del. Justin D. Ross (D) O O O O U U U O

23 Sen. Leo E. Green (D) U U U U U U U U U

23A Del. Mary A. Conroy (D) U EA U U U U U U

23A Del. James W. Hubbard (D) O O O O O O U U NV O

23B Del. Marvin E. Holmes, Jr. (D) O O O O U U U O

24 Sen. Nathaniel Exum (D) O O O U O U NV O O

24 Del. Joanne C. Benson (D) O O O O O O U U O O

24 Del. Carolyn J.B. Howard (D) O O O U U U O NV
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24 Del. Michael L. Vaughn (D) O O O O U U U O

25 Sen. Ulysses Currie (D) O O O U O U U O O

25 Del. Anthony Brown (D) O O O O U U U EA

 25 Del. Dereck E. Davis (D) O EA O O U U NV U

25 Del. Melony Griffith (D) O EA O O U U U O

26 Sen. Gloria Lawlah (D) O O O U U U U U O

26 Del. Darryl A. Kelley (D) U O O U U U U NV

26 Del. Obie Patterson (D) O O O O U U NV NV

26 Del. Veronica Turner (D) O O O O O O U U U O

27 Sen. Thomas V. Mike Miller (D) O U O O O U U O O

27A Del. James E. Proctor, Jr. (D) O O NV U U U U EA

27A Del. Joseph F. Vallario, Jr. (D) O O U U U U U O

27B * Del. George W. Owings, III (D) U U U U

27B ^  Del. Sue Kullen (D) O O O O U O

28 Sen. Thomas M. Middleton (D) O O U O U U U U O

28 * Del. Van T. Mitchell (D) U U U U

28 ^  Del. Murray D. Levy (D) O O U O

28 * Del. W. Louis Hennessy (R) U U U U

28 ^  Del. W. Daniel Mayer (R) U U O O
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28 Del. Sally Jameson (D) O O U U U U U O

29 Sen. Roy Dyson (D) U U U U O U O U U U U

29A Del. John F. Wood, Jr. (D) U U U U O U U U

29B Del. John L. Bohanan, Jr. (D) O O NV U O U U O

29C Del. Anthony J. O'Donnell (R) U U U U O O U U

30 Sen. John C. Astle (D) O O O U O U U U O

30 Del. Michael E. Busch (D) O O O O U U U O

30 Del. Virginia P. Clagett (D) O O O O U U U O

30 Del. Herb McMillan (R) U U U U O O U U

31 Sen. Philip C. Jimeno (D) U U U O U O U U U

31 Del. Joan Cadden (D) O O O U U O U U

31 Del. Don Dwyer (R) U U U U O O U U

31 Del. John R. Leopold (R) U U U U O O U U

32 Sen. James E. DeGrange (D) U U U U U O U U U

32 Del. Mary Ann Love (D) O O O U U U U O

32 * Del. James E. Rzepkowski (R) U U

32 ^  Del. Terry R, Gilleland, Jr. (R) U U O O U U

32 Del. Theodore Sophocleus (D) U O U U O O U U

33 Sen. Janet Greenip (R) U U U U O U O O O U U

33A Del. David Boschert (R) U U U U O O U U
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NV = Not voting

      *  Did not complete term
       ^ Appointed mid-term
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33A Del. Tony McConkey (R) U U U U O O U U

33B Del. Bob A. Costa (R) O O U U U U O O U U

34 Sen. Nancy Jacobs (R) U U U O U O U U U

34A * Del. Charles R. Boutin (R) U U U O U U

34A ^  Del. Sheryl Davis Kohl (R) U U EA O

34A Del. Mary-Dulany James (D) O O O O O O U U

34B Del. David D. Rudolph (D) U U U U U U O O U U

35 Sen. J. Robert Hooper (R) U U U O U O O U U

35A Del. Barry Glassman (R) U U U U O O U U

35A Del. Joanne S. Parrott (R) U U U U O O U U

35B Del. Susan K. McComas (R) U U U U O O U U

36 Sen. E.J. Pipkin (R) U U O O U O O U O

36 Del. Michael D. Smigiel, Sr. (R) U U U U O O U U

36 Del. Richard Sossi (R) U U U U O O U U

36 Del. Mary Roe Walkup (R) U U U U O O U U

37 Sen. Richard F. Colburn (R) U U U U O U O O O U U

37A Del. Rudolph C. Cane (D) O O O O U U U O

37B Del. Adelaide Eckardt (R) U U O U O U U U

37B * Del. Kenneth D. Schisler (R) U U

37B ^  Del. Jeannie Haddaway (R) U U O U U U

38 Sen. J. Lowell Stoltzfus (R) U U U O U O O U U



Key:
U = Supported MCC position
O = Opposed MCC position
EA = Excused absence
NV = Not voting

      *  Did not complete term
       ^ Appointed mid-term
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38A Del. D. Page Elmore (R) U U NV U O U U U

38B Del. Bennett Bozman (D) NV O O O U U U O

38B Del. Norman H. Conway (D) O O O U U U U O

39 Sen. Patrick J. Hogan (D) O U U O U U U U O

39 Del. Charles Barkley (D) O O O O U U O O

39 Del. Nancy J. King (D) O O O O U U U O

39 Del. Joan F. Stern (D) O O O O U U U O

40 Sen. Ralph M. Hughes (D) O U O U O U U O O

40 * Del. Tony E. Fulton (D) U U U U EA

40 ^  Del. Catherine E. Pugh (D) O O U

40 Del. Salima S. Marriott (D) O O O O U U O O

40 * Del. Howard P. Rawlings (D) EA EA

40 ^  Del. Marshall T. Goodwin (D) O O U U O O

41 Sen. Lisa A. Gladden (D) O O O U O U U O O

41 Del. Jill P. Carter (D) O O O O U U O O

41 Del. Nathaniel T. Oaks (D) O O O O O O U U O O

41 Del. Samuel I. Rosenberg (D) O O O O U U O O

42 Sen. Jim Brochin (D) O O O O O O U O U U O

42 Del. Susan L. M. Aumann (R) U U U U O O U U

42 Del. William J. Frank (R) U U U U U U O O U U



Key:
U = Supported MCC position
O = Opposed MCC position
EA = Excused absence
NV = Not voting

      *  Did not complete term
       ^ Appointed mid-term
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42 Del. John G. Trueschler (R) U U U U U O U U

43 Sen. Joan Carter Conway (D) O O O O U O U U U O O

43 Del. Curt Anderson (D) O NV O O U U O O

43 Del. Ann Marie Doory (D) O O O O U U U O

43 Del. Maggie McIntosh (D) O O O O U U U O

44 Sen. Verna L. Jones (D) O O O U O U U O O

44 Del. Keith E. Haynes (D) O O O O U U U O

44 Del. Ruth M. Kirk (D) O O O O U U U O

44 Del. Jeffrey A. Paige (D) O O O O U U U O

45 Sen. Nathaniel J. McFadden (D) O O O U O U U O O

45 Del. Talmadge Branch (D) O O O O U U U O

45 Del. Clarence Davis (D) O O O O NV U U O

45 Del. Hattie N. Harrison (D) O EA O EA U U U O

46 Sen. George W. Della (D) O O O O O U U U O

46 Del. Peter A. Hammen (D) O O EA O O U U U O

46 Del. Carolyn Krysiak (D) O O O O U U U O

46 Del. Brian K. McHale (D) O O O O U U U O

47 Sen. Gw endolyn Britt (D) O O O EA U O U U U O O

47 Del. Doyle Niemann (D) O O O O U U U O

47 Del. Rosetta C. Parker (D) O O O U U O O O

47 Del. Victor R. Ramirez (D) O O O O U U U O
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